1795.]                        ' 193

attach ? How could lie ascertain all the horses in
"New Forer.t and elsewhere? In fact, if the right
honorable gentleman followed up his own principle,
he would find that the operation of the tax would
defeat its own purpose; for in New Forest, and
such places, there were horses that were not em-
plo\ed for any service. On the other hand, if he
confined the tax to horses of pleasure, he would find
that- it would be unproductive. Upon the whole,
then, he wished him to reconsider it, and substitute
some more equitable and productive tax. The next
tiling to which he wished to call the attention of the
bouse, was the tax on collateral successions. He
was free to say, that this had so many difficulties as
to render it, to all intents and purposes, impracti-
cable. There would appear so many difficulties in
preparing the provisions, and enforcing the regula-
tions of the bills on this head, that, on the first blush
of it, he thought it ought to be abandoned. With
regard to personal property, did the right honorable
gentleman mean to ascertain the real value of
estates, to find the amount of debts ? Could an offi*
cer be able to ascertain all this, and afterwards, on.
a division, strike a balance ? He would put a case :
How could the commercial stock in trade of a mer-
chant be ascertained, and his debts, with a thousand
other complicated circumstances, be regulated ?
With regard to real property, bow could it be made
attach to life estate ? In the cases of mortgage, it
would be difficult to ascertain the real value above
ineumhrance. He thought Mr. Pitt was beyond the
mark, in stating the property of the nation in this
way at twenty-eight years purchase. In this esti-
mate the right honorable gentleman could not be re-
gular. Was he to institute assessors to ascertain the
amount of personal property ? and, on the whole,
would he constitute an inquisitorial power P He
said thus much, merely to induce the right honora-
ble gentleman to consider the business maturely;
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